MILESTONES
W I N T E R

2 0 2 1

SES WORK-BASED LEARNING
PROGRAM FLOURISHES IN 2021
As 2021 comes to a close, those of us at St. Elizabeth School are
counting our many blessings this holiday season. After almost two years of
uncertainty and constant change, we feel grateful simply to be in the

Photos above (left to right): "SES Gemstars"
Molly Appold, Sarah Prowell, Isabella Vance,
Ariella Schachter, Becky Tanenholz,
Rachayl Fine, and Ally Surine
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same building as our students. Thankfully, the SES Work-Based Learning
Program is still very active within the school's community and beyond.
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Each high school student enrolled at St. Elizabeth School participates in

Simple Ways to Help SES

the SES Transition Program, which helps students develop the skills they
will need to obtain and keep jobs in their home communities. An essential
part of this program is Work-Based Learning. SES high school students
work on or off campus one to three days per week, while many SES
middle school students are also working on campus one to three periods
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per week to prepare them for high school.
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Over the past fall semester, students in the Work-Based Learning program

Work-Based Learning (Cont.)

have been learning many exciting new specialized job skills as well as
giving back to their community in creative and thoughtful ways.
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Simple Ways to Help SES
There are several ways to support SES with little to no outof-pocket expense. Even your regular household habits can
be beneficial to the school. Here are some top ways to lend
your support:

Re-gifted or Gently-Used Items - If you are cleaning out your closets and find items that are unopened, used, or
only gently-used, consider donating them to SES. These items can be used in SES Bull Roast baskets, student
incentive programs, as prizes, or even around the school.

Coca-Cola Bottle Tops - SES students practice their computer skills by typing in the reward codes on each bottle
top as part of the SES Work-Based Learning program. Reward gift cards are then used as student incentive gifts.

Box Tops for Education - You can earn money for the school with your day-to-day purchases. Take advantage of
the Box Tops for Education app and designate St. Elizabeth School. Shop as you normally would, then use the app
to scan your store receipt within 14 days of purchase. The app will identify Box Tops products on your receipt and
automatically credit your school’s earnings online. So simple!

Amazon Smile - Shop at smile.amazon.com and designate St. Elizabeth School and Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to SES. Visit www.smileamazon.com to designate SES.

Employee Match - Find out if your employer participates in a Matching Gift program, where they match your
donation fully or partially.

Auction Items - Sports tickets, concert tickets, technology, never-used gift cards, etc. are needed for the SES Bull
Roast auction. In addition, we are looking for cool experiences that cannot be easily purchased: e.g., be a DJ for an
hour, a behind-the-scenes tour, a walk-on part of a play, babysitting services. Lend your talent or services as an
auction prize.

Grateful to Our Recent
Foundation Grant Donors

Bull Roast Tickets
On Sale Now

JOHN J. LEIDY FOUNDATION
Adaptive Toileting Equipment and Accessories

MARYLAND CENTER FOR SCHOOL SAFETY
Surveillance Camera

THE SENATOR JAMES E. “ED” DEGRANGE
NONPUBLIC AGING SCHOOLS PROGRAM
Accessible Restrooms

M&T CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Interactive Instructional Display Boards

WIESSNER FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN, INC.
Interactive Instructional Display Boards
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Proceeds will be used to help fund the accessible
restrooms capital project. Tickets can be purchased
online at

www.stelizbeth-school.org.

HANDS-ON LEARNING
STUDENTS IN THE WORK-BASED LEARNING PROGRAM
SHARPEN THEIR CREATIVE AND TECH SKILLS
STUDENT BROADCAST NETWORK

VINTAGE CAR MECHANICS UNITE

Robert Galassi’s homeroom class resurrected their
“Student Broadcast Network” project. Their video
productions focus on fun school interviews and
engaging the audience with trivia and jokes.

"The students are taking more and more ownership of
the entire process as we progress through the
projects (working on #3 now). That includes the script

Michael Taylor working on his 1955 Chevy

writing, the choosing of roles, the recording, the

SES student

editing, etc.," said Mr. Galassi.

Michael Taylor is restoring his 1955

Chevy with some fellow vintage car enthusiasts on

Episode #2 of The Eagle Call includes an informative

his Work-Based Learning days.

interview with former High School Program Lead

Leslie Sunderhaus as she was planning her

When asked to evaluate Michael's work over the past

retirement from SES. After this, students combined

few months,

their sketch comedy and writing skills in several funny

they all work out of) said, "He's quite an amazing

segments, including some "wise words" from therapy

young man!

dog

Bullseye.

Philip Hack (who owns the huge garage
He's a natural working with tools and

fully understands mechanical systems.

I'll be working

with him more on electrical principles.

He's a quick

learner.

An added bonus for me:

where I lay my tools down.

He remembers

I'm terrible at that."

THE I.T. GUYS
Above: Bullseye
Left: Austin Taylor delivers
this episode's trivia question

SES student

Dylan Lemonds is learning the many

facets of the I.T. world with Technology Specialist

Ben Schmier. He is currently working on inventorying
every school computer and inputting that data into a

SES ARTISANS PROGRAM

shared spreadsheet on his iPad. Mr. Schmier has also
been teaching Dylan about electrical wiring and

LaTia Canty reports that every one of
her students in the SES Artisans Program "has
Art Teacher

many other daily tasks an IT specialist deals with here
at SES.

been extremely diligent about following several
steps to complete the hand-made trivets, coasters,
and ornaments we sell." They have all learned how
to roll clay with a slab roller and how to create
blank squares and circles using cutting tools. They
also successfully press the crab image into the clay
using the press machine, following a 13-step

Dylan Lemonds (left)
and Ben Schmier
working on the school
computer inventory

process. Students have also learned how to properly
add two coats of two colors of glaze to create the
beautiful color blends we see.

www.stelizabeth-school.org

FALL SEMESTER FUN

Margaret Crowther and Ed Morneault stand by as
Simon Hatcher releases one of the monarch butterflies

THERAPY DOG GUS BRINGS
SMILES TO SES
Dogs on Wheels Therapy Dog

Gus has had three

wonderful visits with students over the last semester.
Thank you to
social worker

Gus and to his wonderful owner, SES
Erin Robinson. Gus and Erin are also

frequent volunteers at Brightview Nursing Home in
White Marsh.

Left to Right: Margaret Crowther and Ed Morneault watch
as Simon Hatcher releases his butterfly

SES HORTICULTURE CLASSES
RELEASE THEIR FULL GROWN
MONARCH BUTTERFLIES
SES Horticulture/Agriscience classes raised and

Left: Isabella Vance with Gus
Right: Ben Marenna, Gus, and Erin Robinson

Fall Fest Fun!

released 15 monarch butterflies this year in addition
to the ones released by

classes.

Ms. Bluman’s and Ms Ortt’s

How do monarch butterflies affect the environment?
They need milkweed plants to lay their eggs. More
than just beautiful creatures, monarch butterflies
contribute to the health of our planet. While feeding
on nectar, they pollinate many types of wildflowers.
Monarch butterflies are also an important food
source for birds, small animals, and other insects.
The population of monarchs that migrated south to
Mexico to hibernate fell 26% in 2020 compared with
the previous year.

Students received their caterpillars in August and
they released the butterflies in September and
October.
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WORK-BASED LEARNING IN 2021

WORK-BASED LEARNING GIVING
BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
Valerie Brockmeyer's Homeroom Class is
developing their entrepreneurial skills by forming the
"SES Gemstars." They decided to set up a
microbusiness to sell their beautiful Jumbo Gems (glass
magnets with pictures) and decorated greeting cards.
Students accept donations of older greeting cards to
create their own "upcycled" designs. Jumbo Gems are

Kathy Murdock (top left) and Avery
Roth pass along notes of gratitude to
the veterans at the American Legion
Post 39 in Bel Air, MD

$2.00 each and cards are 3 for $5.00.

While the SES Gemstars hope to make a profit from
their creations, they also contribute to the community.
Social Worker

Erin Robinson asked the students and

staff in Ms. Brockmeyer’s room if they would have time

Students in the Work-Based Learning program

to create some unique greeting cards that she could

develop their skills through several different business

take to the Brightview Nursing Home in White Marsh to

partners and through in-school duties. You might see

bring joy to the residents there. The students of HS 25

an SES student working diligently at your local

and their staff went beyond the call of duty and staff

Marshalls or Old Navy. However, many of SES's

used their own money to create small gift bags for the

business partners are nonprofits such as the

residents of Brightview and another nursing home. They

Maryland SPCA, Art With a Heart, and Moveable

created approximately 50 holiday gift bags with

Feast, among many others. Students in the program

handmade cards to give to the elderly this holiday

enjoy giving back while also expanding their work

season.

experience.

Students' spirit of giving extends to the animals in our
community as well. A select group of Gibson Team
high school students work with Transition Specialist

Kara Brooks and Teacher Nick Green on their WorkBased Learning days to make dog and cat toys to
donate to the SPCA.

Marcu Fawzy is one of the

students who makes the toys and is our "SES
ambassador" to the SPCA. He and fellow student

Rachayl Fine recently made a visit to deliver the toys
Ms. Brockmeyer's Class proudly displays the cards and gift bags
they created for local nursing homes
The SES Gemstars aren't the only ones spreading joy to
the community through cards and kind words this
season. Classroom Assistant

Kathy Murdock asked if

SES students in the Work-Based Learning program
would write notes of appreciation for local veterans on
Veterans Day. She ended up receiving numerous
beautiful cards, thank you notes, and colored pictures
from a variety of students in different classrooms.

Ms. Murdock and SES student

Avery Roth took a trip to

the American Legion Post 39 in Bel Air, MD, and Avery
did an exceptional job greeting the veterans and
handing out the cards. Ms. Murdock says each and
every note was truly appreciated.
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to their tail-wagging recipients.

Marcu Fawzy and Rachayl Fine
come bearing gifts for their furry
friends at the SPCA

UPCOMING EVENTS

BULL ROAST CASH RAFFLE!

Winter Break Begins
School Closed for Students and Staff
December 20

School Reopens
January 3

THREE WINNERS WILL EACH WIN $500
DRAWING: MARCH 12, 2022
AT THE SES BULL ROAST

Martin Luther King Holiday
School Closed for Students and Staff
January 17

WINNERS DO NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

Presidents' Day
School Closed for Students and Staff
February 21

SES Bull Roast

To purchase raffle tickets (1 for $5/5 for $20)
visit

www.stelizabeth-school.org/cash-prize-raffle

March 12

Stay Connected to St. Elizabeth School
Find us on these social media sites at /SESBmore or under St. Elizabeth School

